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Nativocampana

An interview with the Campana brothers about their latest collection of baskets and
resin vases
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On site to present their new collection at Milan Design Week, Fernando and Humberto
Campana recently sat down with CH at Spazio Rossana Orlandi to talk about their latest
wiorks—a collaboration with Corsi Design Factory ralled Mativocampana. The collaction, 15 vases
and baskets, combines fluid resin with the Brazilian designers most loved materials, leather, natural - Email this entry
fibars and wooden benches. Mixing Ttalian craftsmanship (each piece is handmade in Corsi's lab in
the heart of Milan), highly-technical resins requiring extensive experimentation and production,
along with their signature natural and recyeled materials, the resulting gorgeously amorphous forms
toe the line batweaen high and low in true Campana fashion.
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Is beauty spontaneous or does it emerge from hard work?
Fernande Campana: For me it's from hard work, everything T do starts from the hands and ESCAPE IN STYLE

sometimes things come unconsciously without even knowing ifis going to be beautiful. Tlearn from
my mistakes bacanse sometimes the ugliness can ba attractive and you can construct beauty from
the ugliness.

Humberto Campana: For me beauty starts from your eves, from the education of your sight. Tt can
be spontaneous or come from hard work, but you get and process it through the way you look at
things. This is the procedure to get to beauty. Some people have this sense more asily, but it
certainly relies on the education of the eyes.
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First Flush Film

The Impossible Project's eerie new instant film

Your projects seem to be a process of taking order out of chaos.
FC: The concept of beauty has changed drastically in the past 10 years. For instance, when vou use Recent
gold, it's already beautiful, but sometimes you have to build nice things from very ugly materials.
This is the trick whenever you work with pieces of discarded things—you have to find order into
chacs and build something elegant. FirstFlush Filmn
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HC: Fart of our work is to out point beauty within something, which is not so for most people, and so

vre find beauty wherever it's not clearly wisible. This attracts me a lot. We live in S50 Paulo, a city
vrith 2o millions inhabitants, which isn't an easy city at all. The city is also unattractive, you really The MIA Program
hawe to work hard to find and build beauty, because it's necessary for your well-being.
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Solar Beat
FC: In Rio de Janeiro instead everything is already beautiful —the nature, the beach, the peopls, McClure's Spicy Blondy Mary hix
evarything is more gentle,
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During a 2008 interview Brazilian artist Vik Muniz said that the Campana's aesthetic

relies on gamdiaerra, a Brazilian concept that describes the local attitude to always
get along, to succeed despite all the obstacles. Is that still true in your work?

HC: Gambiarra in Brazil can be a bad word, since we also uss it to deseribe those who steal electricity
from their neighbor! It can alse be something wery amateurish, but on the contrary we try to use this
attitude to make very professional things. In our point of wiew there's a dose of improvisation thera,
wihich is something connected to our work. We are passing through a very bad crisis that makes
paople do gambiarra, they are finding sclutions in order to survive. It's something very
contemporary, even in the Buropean society, meaning smart sclutions for very crucial problems
vrith lots of added creativity.
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FC: The vases we made with Corsi for example are a kind of gambdarra, but from this Brazilian
concept we have deleted the idea of dirt and unclean approach to things, finding a nice, clean
solution.

What is the best aesthetic for sustainable products? If there is any, does it have to
be rich, poor, surreal, or absent?

HC: Today sustainable products can have any kind of style. Befors it was different, becauss a faw
years ago it had to be an abhorring aesthetics, Now vwe can add more elements and maks it happier.

FC: Whenever you work vith your hands we can talk about sustainability —creating by hand is
human ecolegy.

Mativocamnpana at Spazio Rossana Orlandi runs through 18 April zo1o.
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